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SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR FITZGERALD'S PLANS 

1. AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR STEVE FITZGERALD TOLD ME DEC 15 
THAT SINCE WELL BEFORE ELECTION MINISTER- 
PEACOCK HAS BEEN IN TOUCH WITH HIM TO ENCOURAGE 
HIM TO STAY ON IN PEKING AFTER THE CHANGE IN GOVERNMENT. 
ALTHOUGH NO FINAL DECISION HAS BEEN MADE, IT APPEARS THAT 
FITZGERALD WILL REMAIN HERE, AT LEAST UNTIL NEXT SUMMER. 
HE HAS AN ATTRACTIVE OFFER TO RETURN TO A UNIVERSITY AND 
SEEMS TO BE INCLINED TO GO BACK TO ACADEME STARTING NEXT 
AUTUMN. 

THAYER 
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